Knauf AMF masters the science of sound
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The University of Sunderland has been transforming its City Campus through a series of landmark
building projects. The University has close links with industry, and is internationally recognised for its
strong track record in pharmacy, pharmaceutical sciences, biomedical sciences and environmental
sciences.
Building on this position, the University has invested £8.5 million to remodel its Sciences Complex to
provide some of the most modern, well-equipped facilities in the UK. Delivered by main contractor
Clugston Construction, phase one of the Complex was opened by renowned Professor of Science
Lord Robert Winston. Since then, dated offices and science areas have been transformed into
integrated, multi-disciplinary teaching laboratories with large preparation spaces.
Baffles and ceiling tiles from Knauf AMF were chosen for their superior quality, outstanding acoustic
control and fire resistance.
Paul Barrowcliffe of Clugston Construction explains how Knauf AMF helped satisfy the client’s
criteria. “We changed the ceiling specification to Knauf AMF to give the client a high quality product
that was within budget. Everything arrived on time which helped us to meet the tight deadline for
the build. The client is very pleased with the finished laboratories.”
Ceiling contractor, A.S. Crocker recommended Knauf AMF for the project as Director Phil Wilson
explains:
“We have worked with Knauf AMF products in the past and found them to be keenly priced, able to
deliver on time and always fulfil the given criteria. I have no problem recommending Knauf AMF and
their products.”
The laboratories are large areas fitted with a number of hard materials, including glass and concrete,
which can create poor acoustics. To counter this, Knauf AMF baffles were installed to provide the
necessary sound absorption, helping reduce the level of reverberation and improving speech
intelligibility. The baffles are a versatile solution for controlling sound. By varying the distance
between the rows of baffles, or changing the size of the baffles, different acoustic performances can
be achieved. Knauf AMF baffles are also ideal for enhancing acoustics in thermal mass areas or
where frequent and unhindered access to services is required.
Each baffle consists of two sound absorbing panels sat back-to-back in a frame. The panels are
durable and offer excellent fire resistance. The surface is smooth and has an elegant appearance.
For design freedom, both the frame and the panel can be specified in a range of colours. Each baffle
is suspended by discreet cable hangers which creates the impression of a weightless, elegant
structure, enhancing the modern design of the laboratories.
Thermatex Alpha Hygena suspended ceilings are installed above the baffles to provide additional
Class A sound control. The smooth white surface gives these ceiling tiles an elegant appearance that
fits aesthetically with the interior design of the laboratory. Hygena has an anti-microbial coating
which can resist bacteria and fungi making it an ideal ceiling for hospitals, healthcare facilities,
kitchens and laboratories.
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Knauf AMF have years of expertise of working with projects that have complex specifications and
tight deadlines. The team at Knauf AMF are available to offer advice. To chat about your project or
to order samples, contact info@knaufamf.co.uk or visit www.amfceilings.co.uk
-EndsAbout Knauf AMF
Comprehensive expertise in modular ceiling systems - a one-stop shop thanks to its strong product brands.
Knauf AMF is one of the top European manufacturers of modular ceiling systems. The company is based in the
Bavarian city of Grafenau, where its state of the art factory develops and manufactures innovative products for
the global market. With its strong brands, AMF Thermatex, AMF Ventatec, Heradesign and Donn, Knauf AMF
provides a sophisticated range of products for a wide range of applications: from administration buildings to
learning institutions and health facilities. Knauf AMF develops optimum solutions for a diverse range of interiors
while meeting the most demanding functional requirements.
AMF THERMATEX – "functional and innovative “
These wet-felt tiles are an international benchmark in terms of quality standards and functional product properties. By
combining design components with product innovation, AMF THERMATEX® is a trailblazer when it comes to the functionalaesthetic design of modular ceilings.

HERADESIGN® – "creative, varied and unconventional"
This is what sustainable acoustics solutions look like. These high-quality, ecologically-friendly wood wool products provide
an almost unrestricted design palette and make a significant contribution to to the overall ambience of any room, promoting
a sense of well-being and improving concentration, efficiency and performance.

AMF TOPIQ® – "premium efficiency"
Fleece-lined rock mineral wool panels with a colour coating on the visible side and edges form the technological basis for the
AMF TOPIQ® soft board product. They are refreshingly light-weight and easy to work with. These products maximise sound
absorption without being thick or having to be suspended a long distance from the ceiling.

AMF VENTATEC® – "high-quality and flexible “
High-quality materials and precise manufacturing define these grid systems which allow you to specify a ceiling that meets
the most demanding specifications, particularly when combined with AMF THERMATEX®. The high-performance product
design guarantees stability, safety and flexibility during construction.

DONN® –"capable and compatible"
The renowned DONN® DX technology and the patented golden Quick-Release TM cross-bar clip have been considered a
guarantee of high-quality ceiling sub-structures for many years. A varied range of products guarantees consistent, flexible
and certified system compatibility.
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For further information, contact: Marketing Department, Knauf AMF Ceilings Limited, 1 Swan Road,
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